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EDITORIAL. 


With this number we commence a new volume, and a convenient 
opportunity is thus afforded of acknowledging our indebtedness to those 
who have, in the past, so faithtully supported us by contributing to our 
pages; by kindly encouragement; and in many other ways. It has been 
our endeavour to make the journal a useful medium of communication 
for library assistants. In this we believe we have succeeded, and that 
our efforts have met with due appreciation, but it has only been rendered 
possible by the constant and generous help of members and friends of 
the Association. The commencement of a new volume naturally suggests 
many thoughts, and at such a time a reference to ourselves is pardonable. 
It is an achievement to be proud of that a journal, devoted exclusively 
to the interests of assistants, should have made its appearance un- 
interruptedly, month by month, for a period of eight years, and the 
Association has good reason to congratulate itself upon the success 
which has attended its efforts in this direction. The Library Assistants’ 
Association may still be said to be in its infancy, yet much good work 
has been accomplished, and in this work the journal has played no small 
part. Much remains to be done, but the outlook is promising. Assistants 
are, we believe, beginning to realise the unbounded possibilities of an 
Association which is devoting itself unselfishly to the task of raising the 
status of library assistants. 


As to the future policy of the jeurnal, not much need be said. As 
the official organ of the Library Assistants’ Association, it must remain, 
primarily, a record of the proceedings of that Association. The other 


features may be emphasised and extended as far as is practicable, and it 
need hardly be said that suggestions from members will always be 
welcomed and considered. We therefore appeal to assistants for a still 
larger measure of support. There is no reason why ‘‘ The Library 
Assistant ’’ should not be in the hands of every assistant in the country. 
By their united support they can, if they will, make the journal of still 
greater value in furthering the propaganda work of the Association; 
indeed their aid is absolutely necessary if the educational work which lies 
before the Association is to be successfully carried through. Unfortunately 
there are so many who are simply ‘ lookers on *’: content to be silent 
spectators of our endeavours. There are others who would criticise the 
policy of the Association and the conduct of its journal. To these we 
would say: Criticise as freely as you will—we do not object to having 
faults pointed out to us if they exist--but do so from within, and if you 
can point to a better way, help us to it. Let those, therefore, who have 
hitherto held aloof from the Association, throw in their lot with us, and 
instead of criticism let there be evidenced a desire to assist, in some 
practical way, in bringing about the ideal condition of affairs 


! we are 
working for. 








THE NEW. SESSION. 


In this number we are able to announce the complete p 


for the ensuing Session, and we would direct the spe 
members, and indeed of assistants generally, to the 
practical meetings which have been arranged for th 
questions to be discussed are such as are daily met with, 
assistants will prove themselves to be singularly unambit s 
in interest if they neglect so great an opportunity. To p 

we would say that the papers read at the various 
published in the journal month by month, and they 

degree, share in the good things pr vided. 


A glance at the programme will, we think. con 


extremely full and varied one. Moreover, it has one 
features. One that will strike the reader is the provisi n 
junior assistant. Here we have a series of papers on tl es 
ibrary work written by assistants who are daily engag 
work of which they write. Counter-work, stock-taking, s 


stores, and junior reference work all subjects 
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members are not present to criticise, but to help. 


With regard to the senior part of the programme, the 
to have, when possible, two papers, each one supplemer 





Particular instances are the papers to be read at the N 

May meetings. By this means a good debate should be ens 
two speakers, each viewing different sides of the quest 
ertainly advance many debatable points here are 

\t the April meeting, in addition to a paper, a novelt 
to the members in the shape of an imprompiu debate Che 
proposed are diverse and of general importance, and a tl 
cessful evening should result. To ensure that every member sl 
have had an opportunity of forming some definite views 

e questions are printed in the programme. The arrangemet 
Annual Meeting are also worthy of notice. Mr. Fortescue has 
interest in our doings by readily consenting to conduct thy 
the National Library in the afternoon, and we have Mr. V 
promise to address us in the evening. It is hoped that v: 


features will be arranged, and every attempt will be made 


meeting of historic interest. 


We have not yet said anything of the 


Inaugural Meeting. 


If any evidence were needed of the interest that is felt | I 


mark in the work of our Association, we have it in the 

us by some of the most eminent men of the day. We have beet 
with addresses from Mr. Sidney Lee and Mr. Sidney Webb, ani 
Macnamara is added to the list. His great standing as one of 


distinguished educationists of the time should greatly enhance 
of anything he may have to say to us. Furthermore, the public 
now fully recognised as an educational institution. A_ recent 
the University of London on the educational facili f 
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Such a pronouncement from so high an authority should silence the 


criticism directed against the library's claim to be a factor in the 
system of the country. Dr. Macnamara is, we believe, specially 


education 
interested 
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in the work of the libraries for children, and as an evidence of this he 
has kindly promised to draw up a list of the books he considers 
indispensable to every juvenile section of the public library. This list 
alone, coming from an expert, will be an acquisition to assistants. It is, 
therefore, our earnest hope that all members will muster at the London 
School of Economics on Wednesday, October 18th. 


We may not close these remarks without saying that the Committee 
is delighted with the willing and ready response that members have made 
to its appeals for papers. With the exception of the inaugural meeting, 
which is necessarily a special function, every meeting will be addressed 
by a bona fide library assistant. ‘Thus the effort has been made, and 
successfully made, to prove that our association is in reality an assistants’ 
association, and that we have within our ranks men capable of writing 


papers on vital professional topics. The reader of each paper has pre- 
pared a synopsis giving the gist of his argument. These synopses have 


been printed with the programme, and it is hoped that members will 
acquaint themselves fully with the subjects to be treated, and that having 
done so, they will join readily and vigorousiy in the debates. If only this 
be done; if members encourage friends to attend; if strangers realize 
that they wili be gladly welcomed; and if the spirit of goodfellowship that 
has existed hitherto continues and expands, then we may confidently look 
forward to one of the most successful sessions in the annals of the 
Association. 


THE COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Committee was held at the Bishopsgate Institute, 
E.C., on Wednesday evening, September 20th, when there were present 
Mr. W. Bb. Thorne (in the chair) and Messrs. Bullen, Coutts, Dallimore, 
Faraday, Harris, Hatcher, Hogg, Poulter, Rees, Roebuck and Smith. 

The Hon. Sec. reported the receipt of 77 applications for copies 
of Greenwood’s Life of Edward Edwards. The Committee agreed that 
one copy of this work be deposited in the L.A.A. library. 


It was resolved that the Annual Dinner should take place at Anderton’s 
Hotel on November 29th, and the hope was expressed that members would 
support this function in larger numbers than hitherto. 

Other business of a purely formal nature was transacted. The next 
meeting was fixed for October 11th. 


THE PERSONAL ELEMENT IN PUBLIC LIBRARY WORK. 
By Rozert D. Macteop, Public Library, Greenock. 


However well-managed a public library may be, there is no doubt 
that the contact between staff and readers is the thing that tells for its 
success or failure, and it will generally be found that the public idea of 
the status or dignity of a library is modified or enlarged according to the 
treatment received at the hands of the staff. It has ever been found that a 
respectful manner begets respect, and courtesy shown by officials is never 
lost. It rather brings forth fruit a hundredfold, for readers will not be 
slow to show their appreciation by making a plentiful use of the library. 

There is too much red tape and officialism in dealing with the public 
in the majority of our libraries. This is to be deplored, as no institution 


depends so much on public support and appreciation. The methods in 
vogue in many libraries are so stereotyped that no ‘‘come and go” 


between staff and readers is possible. Now, it is just this *‘ come and 
: 


go’ that counts for success in public library work. The public hates red 








tape and officialism in all their forms, and puts a correspondingly high 
value on courteous and obliging service. The success of all institutions 
dependent upon public patronage and support lies in the absence of 
formality in the management and staff, and while assistants should not 
be too free with the public, much good may be done by recommending 
books to readers whom they see would appreciate help, and by offering 


their services in other directions. To those who have studied — the 
psychology of the ** new ”’ library frequenter it is evident that in many 
cases he does not know what he would like in literature. Probably 


literature to him has always signified the snippity journals. He feels lost 
when he comes in contact with the classics in the library, and wil 
almost certain to make an unsuitable choice if left to his own resources. 
Help offered to such an one is often most gratefully accepted. ‘‘ Aids to 
readers ’? cannot take the place of the inteliigent and disinterested assis- 
tance of library officials who have an enthusiasm for their work. The 
selection of literature in the library, and its classification, may be all that 
can be desired, but if the personal element is lacking readers will not 
derive the benefit they should, and the library will suffer eventually 
Each reader on joining the library should be made to feel that he has a 
claim upon it; that it was made for him as much as, if not more so 


be 


than, for his neighbour! He should be encouraged to exploit it to his 
fullest satisfaction, and the fewer barriers he meets with the better. 


Says a writer in the Library Journal: ** The timidity of the average 


g 
person desiring information, and especially tne stranger who comes to the 
library for the first time, is a factor in library administration which must 
be acknowledged and deait with.’’ The matter has been dealt with often, 
although we have made comparatively little advance in this country 


towards a solution of the problem. We have ali had experience of the 
new reader who, on referring to the catalogue for a particular book or a 
work on a particular subject, and not finding it. would turn to leave th 





é 
library. The book he was seeking might be in the catalogue, but through 
his being unused te such compilations he would not be able to find it, and 
would probably leave disappointed. Here should be the opportunity of 
the librarian or assistant. Unfortunately, however, owing to the timid 

already referred to, the official who would be only too willing to help is 
not consulted. Assistants should be on the watch for readers in’ such 
positions, and should offer help. The catalogue should be explained, and 
the borrower told to enquire on any matter in connection with the library 
and its contents which may present a difficulty to him. It should be 
made clear to him that librarians don’t mind being bothered: that in fact 
they rather like it! Whether they do or not, the reader should go away 


> 


with the impression that they do. Someone has estimated that 80 pet 
cent. of reference library users prefer to go away without the informati 
they came for rather than ask the attendants to help them. This 
serious matter to reflect on, and just emphasizes what has been said as to 
the need for more of the personal element in our work. It is clearly 
evident that the officials must make the advance and invite readers t 
state difficulties, especially if the reader is new to the institution. 
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This question of the ‘‘ new ’’ reader—as well as that of the 
seeker after information—has perhaps been considered by 


ordinary 
American 
librarians more than by British. As in the majority of things bibliothecal, 
our American brethren are again before us in suggesting a practical 
solution to the problem. They have set up information-desks in some of 
their libraries, which appear to have been very successfu The informa- 
tion-desk attendant is expected to do little else than look after readers 
who are unable to find the information they may have come for.- In 
some cases he may occupy himself with cataloguing or other work as 
time allows; but this is subsidiary to his service as information-desk 
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attendant. In Boston and Providence he has no other work than to 
supply the needs of enquirers. In this connection someone has remarked 
that the idea of the information-desk is not quite original, and that the 
Superintendent of the British Museum Reading-room has long acted as 
guide to readers on difficulties being stated to him. This may be the 
case, but great credit is due to the American librarians for setting up 
these institutions in their public libraries, and for their practical recognition 
of the fact that mere mechanical service will not give altogether satis- 
factory results. There are great possibilities in the idea of the information- 
desk, and it is certainly worthy of the consideration of British librarians. 
A reader having once sought information at the desk, and finding that he 
was treated with civility, would not hesitate to make use of the attendant’s 
superior knowledge of the library’s resources as often as he might be in a 
quandary and require help. In such cases the librarian desk-attendant 
would assuredly be filling the honoured position of ‘* guide, philosopher 


, 


and friend ”’ to his clients. 





It is quite obvious that every library could not have an information- 
desk with special attendant. The size of the staff in most libraries would 
not permit of it, and the popularity or use made of the institution would 
have to be very considerable before the idea could be entertained; but 
libraries in towns with over 150,000 inhabitants might institute information- 
desks and hope for a great measure of success for them. Institutions in 
small towns could give some of the benefits of the desk by hanging up 
notices to the effect that the librarian and his assistants would be always 
willing to help readers in obtaining information and in selecting literature 
for home reading. Certain it is that few better means could be found 
for exploiting a library's resources than a well-positioned information-desk 
with an intelligent attendant who understood to the full the library’s 
contents. With such an institution in our larger libraries much_ better 
work would be done, and few readers would turn away without the 
information they came for, 

The more of the personal element there is in public library work the 
greater will be the success of our institutions. The sooner mechanical 
service passes out of British librarianship the better will it be for the 
profession. One cannot help thinking that the ‘‘ low status of the pro- 
fession,’’ of which we hear so much, is due in no small measure to the 
mechanical methods in vogue in tne majority of British libraries. We do 
not do enough for our readers, and they themselves think so. Let us 
endeavour to get more and more into touch with them. Let us show 
them what public libraries were made for. as so few really seem to know. 


LONDON PUBLIC LIBRARY STATISTICS. 

The volume of London Statistics recently issued by the London 
County Council, and covering the year 1904-05, contains a most interesting 
Return relating to the public libraries of the metropolis, giving statistics 
as to the number of separate establishments ; the accommodation at each ; 





the use made of the various libraries, and the cost of maintenance. 


From the first Table we find that at the end of the year 1904 there 
were 70. separate establishments, that is, central and branch libraries. At 
67 of these there were lending libraries: at 54. reference libraries; and, 
of course, at each of the establishments there was a newsroom. In 
addition to these 70 libraries, 15 others were, at the date mentioned, 
either projected or in course of erection. 

Next we have a useful Table giving for each borough statistics 
of the stock and issues of books, and the number of borrowers. In this 
table the only classification of books possible is the division of them into 








** fiction,’’ ‘‘ juvenile *’ and ‘* non-fiction.”* The Report says: ‘* Further 
classification of the books would be of considerable interest, and it is a 
pity that some uniform system of classification is not adopted by all the 
London free libraries.’’ From the Table we see that the total number of 
books available at the end of 1903-4 was 965,863; the total number of 
issues for home reading 5,340,577; and the number of borrowers 202,343. 





From the Return ** Rates made 1904-5" it is seen that the full penny 
rate was levied in London throughout 15 boroughs. In one borough, that 
of Stepney, the full penny rate was levied in Christ Church, Spitalfields, 
and in Shadwell, and a greater rate than #d. over the rest of the borough 


In four boroughs a rate of 3d. and over was levied; in one borough a id. 
rate; and in one borough, that of Westminster, a 3d. rate was levied 
four of the parishes, and a rate of less than $d. over the remaind 
somewhat anomalous state of affairs existed in Paddington, where 
penny rate was levied over the portion of the borough for which 
were in force, viz., the part transferred in 1900 from Chelsea 
amount raised by this rate not being sufficient for the transferred 
the deficiency was met by levying a rate of *10d. not only oy I 
concerned, but over the whole borough. 





Another Table gives the receipts and expenditure of each borough 
council under the Acts for 1902-3, the latest year for which all accounts 
were available. The total expenditure for the year was £94,595, and the 
receipts-in-aid, such as fines, rents, and donations, amounted to £10,494, 
the resulting charges met by rates and balances being £84,101. 

The foregoing figures only relate to those libraries maintained by 
municipal authorities. Statistics relating to the voluntary free lil 
Paddington and Bethnal Green, and the libraries in the Cit 
the Guildhall Library and Bishopsgate, Cripplegate and St. | 
—are not included. During the year 1903 the expenditure 
the Guildhall Library and Museum was £6,610, and the total 
in all departments 400,296. 
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ANNUAL DINNER.—PRELIMINARY NOTICE 

Once again, with the opening of the Winter Session, the Committee 
has turned its attention to the arrangements for the Annual Dinner, that 
pleasant function, the popularity of which in no way diminishes. his 
year the Dinner will be held on Wednesday, November 29th, at Anderton's 
Hotel, Fleet Street, E.C., an establishment which is situated near to all 
the principal railway termini, and which is thus particularly convenient. 
Mr. P. C. Bursill, of the Central Library, Woolwich, is preparing an 
entertainment programme, and will be pleased to receive offers from 
those members who may be disposed to contribute either vocal or 
instrumental items to the programme. A special invitation is extended 
this year to ladies, and the Committee hopes that lady friends will be 
present in large numbers. 

Members are urged to make an effort to be present on this occasion. 
It is not an ‘ evening dress’ function, and the Committee feels that if 
members were more generally aware of the bonhomie and general good 
fellowship which mark this event, they would attend in larger numbers. 

All applications for tickets (single 3s. 6d., double 6s. 6d.) should be 
made to Mr. Bursill. 

Mr. Roebuck, the Hon. Secretary, suggests that members who expect 
to be accompanied by ladies should communicate the fact to him. Such 
members will, in due course, receive a reply from Mr. Roebuck informing 
them as to the response to the invitation to ladies, and ladies who purpose 
being present will thus obtain some idea as to the number of other ladies 
likely to be present. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

We would direct the special attention of library assistants to the 
series of classes in Librarianship to be held at the London School of 
Economics during the 1905-6 Session, and commencing on Wednesday, 
October 4th. Unfortunately the programme reached us too late to permit 
of our dwelling this month upon the importance to assistants of attending 
these lectures. Full information may, however, be obtained on application 
to the Director, London School of Economics, Clare Market, W.C. The 
following are the fectures arranged :— 

‘ Librarianship as a Career,’ a lecture at 3.15 p.m. on Wednesday, 4th 
October, by Mr. G. K. Fortescue. Open to the public without fee. 

* Library Economy,’ a course of twenty lectures by Mr. J. D. Brown, 
on Wednesdays at 3.15 p.m., in Michaelmas and Lent Terms, beginning, 


CLASSES. 
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Michaelmas Term, 11th October; Lent Term, 17th January. Fee for the 
course £1 Is.; Terminal fee 12s. 6d. 

The lectures and demonstrations will be illustrated by means of specimens of apparatus, 
models, forms, etc. Home and Class Exercises will be givento Students during the progress 
of the course. 

‘Library Cataloguing,’ a course of ten lectures, with practical 
demonstrations and exercises, by Mr. J. Fl. Quinn, on Wednesdays at 
4.45 p.m., in Michaelmas Term, beginning 11th October. Fee 12s. 6d. 

* Classification,’ a course of ten lectures by Mr. L. Stanley Jast, on 
Wednesdays, at 4.45 p.m., in Lent Term, beginning 17th January. 
Fee 12s. 6d. 

* Bookbinding,’ a course of three lectures by Mr. Douglas Cockerell, 
on Wednesdays, at 4 p.m., in the Summer Term, beginning 2nd May. 
Fee 2s. 6d. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Leather for Libraries. By E. Wyndham Hulme, J. Gordon Parker, A. 
Seymour-Jones, Cyril Davenport, and F, J. Williamson. (Published 
for the Sound Leather Committee of the Library Association by the 
Library Supply Co. Price Is. 6d. net.) 

The subject of binding and binding materials has been much to the 
fore of late, and in the volume before us we have chapters by experts on 
some of the most important phases of the subject. The selection of a 
suitable material for binding is perhaps the most serious problem that 
confronts present-day librarians. In these days of ‘* faked ’’ leathers, pre- 
pared solely with a view to their finish, it is extremely difficult for the 
librarian to discriminate between the genuine article and spurious imita- 
tions. We have to pay the penalty of the rush of modern life even in the 
matter of leathers. In the olden days nearly all skins were tanned with 
a liquor made from either oak-bark or sumach, and the process of tanning 
was not hurried. To-day other tanning materials have been introduced, 
most of them injurious, with two objects: first, to expedite the process 
of tanning, and secondly, to produce bright colours, thus rendering the 
leather almost worthless from the librarian’s point of view. The remedy 
for this is, of course, the adoption of sound methods of manufacturing 
leathers, and of honest description in the retail trade. Librarians should 
insist that their binders furnish them with a guarantee that leather used 
by them is free from all injurious mineral and other acids. The book 
before us should do much to dispel some of that ignorance which even 
the most experienced librarians sometimes display in the choice of binding 
leathers, and should be read by all who have to do with the binding of 
books. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CLASSES. 

We would direct the special attention of library assistants to the 
series of classes in Librarianship to be held at the London School of 
Economics during the 1905-6 Session, and commencing on Wednesday, 
October 4th. Unfortunately the programme reached us too late to permit 
of our dwelling this month upon the importance to assistants of attending 
these lectures. Full information may, however, be obtained on application 
to the Director, London School of Economics, Clare Market, W.C. The 
following are the fectures arranged :— 

‘ Librarianship as a Career,’ a lecture at 3.15 p.m. on Wednesday, 4th 
October, by Mr. G. K. Fortescue. Open to the public without fee. 

* Library Economy,’ a course of twenty lectures by Mr. J. D. Brown, 
on Wednesdays at 3.15 p.m., in Michaelmas and Lent Terms, beginning, 
Michaelmas Term, 11th October; Lent Term, 17th January. Fee for the 
course £1 Is.; Terminal fee 12s. 6d. 

The lectures and demonstrations will be illustrated by means of specimens of apparatus, 
models, forms, etc. Home and Class Exercises will be given to Students during the progress 
of the course. 

‘Library Cataloguing,’ a course of ten lectures, with practical 
demonstrations and exercises, by Mr. J. Hl. Quinn, on Wednesdays at 
4.45 p.m., in Michaelmas Term, beginning 11th October. Fee 12s. 6d. 

* Classification,’ a course of ten lectures by Mr. L. Stanley Jast, on 
Wednesdays, at 4.45 p.m., in Lent Term, beginning 17th January. 
Fee 12s. 6d. 

* Bookbinding,’ a course of three lectures by Mr. Douglas Cockerell, 
on Wednesdays, at 4 p.m., in the Summer Term, beginning 2nd May. 


Fee 2s. 6d. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Leather for Libraries. By E. Wyadham Hulme, J. Gordon Parker, A. 
Seymour-Jones, Cyril Davenport, and F, J. Williamson. (Published 
for the Sound Leather Committee of the Library Association by the 
Library Supply Co. Price Is. 6d. net.) 

The subject of binding and binding materials has been much to the 
fore of late, and in the volume before us we have chapters by experts on 
some of the most important phases of the subject. The selection of a 
suitable material for binding is perhaps the most serious problem that 
confronts present-day librarians. In these days of ‘* faked ’’ leathers, pre- 
pared solely with a view to their finish, it is extremely difficult for the 
librarian to discriminate between the genuine article and spurious imita- 
tions. We have to pay the penalty of the rush of modern life even in the 
matter of leathers. In the olden days nearly all skins were tanned with 
a liquor made from either oak-bark or sumach, and the process of tanning 
was not hurried. To-day other tanning materials have been introduced, 
most of them injurious, with two objects: first, to expedite the process 
of tanning, and secondly, to produce bright colours, thus rendering the 
leather almost worthless from the librarian’s point of view. The remedy 
for this is, of course, the adoption of sound methods of manufacturing 
leathers, and of honest description in the retail trade. Librarians should 
insist that their binders furnish them with a guarantee that leather used 
by them is free from all injurious mineral and other acids. The book 
before us should do much to dispel some of that ignorance which even 
the most experienced librarians sometimes display in the choice of binding 
leathers, and should be read by all who have to do with the binding of 
books. 
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Catalogues for Children. By W. C. Berwick Sayers and James D 

Stewart. (Reprinted from ‘** The Library Association Record.’’) Phit. 

A thoughtful consideration of the principles which should govern the 
cataloguing of books for children. ‘The writers have dealt in a very able 
manner with a subject which has not hitherto received the attention dué 
to it, and the article might be read with advantage by all those engaged 
in library work whose endeavour it is to make their institutions of greater 
use to their juvenile readers. Some of the points raised e debatable, but 
this, of course, was only to be expected. A code of suggested rules is 


es 
g 
given. 





LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 


GLasGow Corporation Pusiic Lipraries: INDEX CATALOGUE Of 1] 
Woopsipe District Liprary. 494 pp. cr. 8vo. 1905 
covers, 4d. In cloth boards, 8d.] A carefully compile 
logue of a collection of 11,600 volumes. A_ special 
have been made of the cross: references. The system 
explained: ‘* At the larger subject neadings, representing or covering one 
or other of the main departments of literature, after the titles of the books 


TICE in pape 








ictionary cata 





appears 





adopted is thus 








relating to that subject, there is entered a list of subordinate subje 
headings connected with it . . . and at each of these subject headings 
there is a reference back to the main heading for related subjects 


Briefly, the references are back to the superior heading for guidance 
related subjects, and forward to the subordinate or divisional headings 
Annotations are given to many of the books, and the collected works of 
authors and volumes of essays have been analysed and the articles set out 
under their respective headings. Altogether this is a most useful wor 
and reflects great credit on the compiler. 








Port Exizanetn Pusric Linrary: Fifty-sixth Annual Report, 1905 
The Librarian draws attention to the flourishing condition of this instity 
tion which during the year has made substantial progress. The sub- 
scribers number 691, an increase of 83. The library contains 40,608 
volumes, and the total issue for the year was 67,119 volumes, an increase 





of 17,405 on the same period last year. The library is being re-classifie: 
and arranged, and a new catalogue is nearing completion. The total 
income from all sources during the vear was £2,692, including £400 


Government grant. 

Croypon Pusiic Lipraries: The Reader’s Index, Vol. 7, No. 5.—Ir 
addition to the usual annotated list of additions to the libraries, this 
number contains a comprehensive reading list of works on Napoleon, 
compiled in view of a series of University Extension Lectures on ‘* Nape 
leon the Great and his times’’ to be delivered at Croydon by Dr. J 
Holland Rose. 

Finspury Pusric Lisrarizs: Quarterly Guide for Readers, October, 
1905.—The chief feature is a very excellent reading list on Nelson and the 
Battle of Trafalgar, with a short introduction setting forth the principal 
incidents in the life of Nelson. There is also a well a 
fied list of additions to the lending library. 





notated and classi- 


FULHAM PusLic Liprarigs: Seventeenth Annual Report, 1904-5.—Has 
one branch library. A new branch is in course of erection. Stock, 





22,460. Total issue, 201,938, an increase of 4,820 on the previous year, 
notwithstanding that the branch library was closed for a month for re- 
decoration. <A separate juvenile department in connection with the central 
library has been opened. 


XUM 


~ EE 
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Kensat Rise Pusric Liskary: Annual Report, 1904-5.—The stock has 
been increased from 3,612 to 4,144 volumes. Combined issue, 40,527, the 
increase on the previous year, as regards the lending library, being 20,267. 
The number of borrowers on the roll is 1,500. The library caters for the 
largest ward in the Parish ot Willesden. 


Leeps Pusiic FREE Lisraries: Annual Report, 1904-5.—Records pro- 
gress in every departinent of the libraries. There are now 23 branches, 
and the total number of books issued in all the libraries was 1,423,553, an 
increase of 193,629 volumes. This is the largest issue in the history of 
the libraries. The total stock is 253,077 and the total number of bor- 
rowers, 37,305. The City Council has obtained power to levy an addi- 
tional penny rate for library purposes. The report contains some good 
illustrations of the new York Road branch. 


NOTTINGHAM LiupRARY BULLETIN: October, 1905.—Contains a_ short 
bibliographical article on H. Rider Haggard, and a portrait of this 
popular novelist. <A list of additions, and other useful information relating 
to the libraries is given. 


WILLESDEN GREEN Pustic Liprary: Annual Report, 1904-5.—With a 
stock of 12,750 volumes, and 2,701 borrowers, 92,836 volumes have been 
issued, an increase of 4,840. There is a Book Club in connection with 
the library which is very successful. 


WILLESDEN GREEN Pustic Lisrary: Quarterly Record, August, 1905.— 
Contains a list of additions to the library; an instalment of an interesting: 
‘** Survey of the Parish of Willesden,” by F. Hitchin-Kemp, F.R.Hist S., 
and the usual library notes. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS. 


Library Association—Election of Council—Our readers may be 
interested to know that Mr. W. Geo. Chambers, Chairman of the Library 
Assistants’ Association, who was a candidate for a seat on the Council 
of the Library Association at the recent election, obtained 79 votes. 
Another 26 votes would have secured his return. We consider that Mr. 
Chambers made a very creditable stand, and regard the large number of 
votes obtained as a compliment, not only to him. but also to the Library 
Assistants’ Association. We sincerely hope that should Mr. Chambers 
decide to stand again, he may be elected. 


Cheshunt.—Designs are invited for a public library to cost not more 
than £3,000. It may be remembered that an offer of £3,500 from Mr. 


Carnegie was accepted some two years ago. 


Cirencester.—The Bingham Public Library, the munificent gift of 
Mr. Daniel George Bingham to his native town, was opened on Thursday, 
September 20th. Probably no other town of the size of Cirencester has 
ever received so genetous a gift from one of its sons, for Mr. Bingham 
has not only built and presented the library to the town, but has also 
provided a handsome endowment for its maintenance, so that the cost of 
upkeep will never fall upon the ratepayers. Of Tudor architecture, the 
library is built of local stone, with Bath stone dressing, and provides for 
lending and reference libraries, reading room, smoking room, lecture hall, 
gymnasium and recreation room. The fittings throughout are of polishedi 
teak. 
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Glas gow.—Lord Provost Sir John Lre Primrose, Bart., pres led 
September 4th at the inauguration of Maryhill Wistrict Library, which is 
the fifth branch to be opened under the Glasgow Corporat | 








scheme. 


Lambeth.—The Tate Library garden in Brixton O be form: 
handed over by Lady Tate to the Lambeth Borough Cou on Wednes- 
day, October 11th, and at the same time a statue of the te 


S Sf. 


Tate, to be placed in the enclosure, and erected by subscriptio 
unveiled. 


Leyland.—The result of a post-card vote has resulted n offe 
£800 from Mr. Carnegie, for tae purpose of a library, being reject 
The Urban Council agreed to test th ratepayers’ opinion by voting b 
posteards. The result was as follows:—In favour of the library, 300 
against, 1,045. The rates are exceedingly high at | 

Penarth.—The new public library erected at ; f £4,000, 
tributed by Mr. Carnegie, was opened on August 3011 Lord W 
who presented the site. The lending lhorary has ar é of rout $50 
square feet, and is designed to accommodate 20,000 \ es, althoug 
present shelving is only being provided for 10,009 Other departm« 
provided are reading room for men, reference lib l es’ re 


room, and a bovs’ reading room in the basement. 











Stepney.—Appreciative articies on the library for the blind at S 
George-in-the-East Pubiie Library appeared in the Morning Leader 
August 30th, and the Westminster Gazette of September 16t! Che latte 
paper describes it as ** the best-organised public libt for the blind 
the kingdom.’? The number of volumes on the shelves is 900, and during 
the two years and nine months that the library has existed it has mad 
no fewer than $8,083 issues; a figure which is ail the more remarka 
when it is remembered that just over twelve months ago there were on! 
about half as many volumes to select from. Mr. G. E. Roebuck, tl 
Librarian, supplies some interesting information as to the taste of the 
readers. Dickens appears to be the favourite author, and next com 
Charles Kingsley, Walter Besant, and some of the modern fiction writers 
such as W. W. Jacobs, Conan Doyle, Stanley Weyman, Crockett a1 
Merriman. But fiction is not the only fare provide | There are histo 
poetry, biography, economics, music and science, and it ddition several 
sixpenny monthly magazines and even a penny weekly newspaper, whicl 





is being published by the Braille Pubiishing Company Most of the books 
are embossed in the Braille characters, the most popular system of notation 
for the blind, but the Moon, the Alston, the Lucas, and the Frere svstems 


are also represented. 


Taunton.—The new public library occupies a site immediately opposite 
the Municipal buildings, and the School of Art is being erected on ground 
adjoining it. It is in ludor-Gothic style. The lending library is on the 
ground floor, and is fitted with steel bookshelves. On the same floor there 
is also a newspaper and magazine room, 48 feet long and 22 feet in width, 
and the whole is supervised from the librarian’s office. On the first floor 
is the reference library, and stock-room for reference books. 
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Mr. G. E. Roebuck, Hon. Sec. of the Library Assistants’ Association, 
has been elected a member of the Education Committee of the Library 
Association. We congratulate Mr. Roebuck on the honour conferred upon 
him, and feel sure that he will prove a useful member of the Committee. 


L.A.A. Library.—\We have received from the Chicago Library Club a 
copy of * Libraries of the City of Chicago, with an historical sketch of 
the Chicago Library Club,’’ 1905, as a donation to the library of the 
Library Assistants’ Association. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
To the Editor of ** The Library Assistant.” 

Sir,—At the Annual General Meeting of the Library Assistants’ Asso- 
ciation the Chairman deplored ‘*the well known apathy of library 
assistants.’’ Mr. Chambers had in mind, of course, those members of the 
profession who are not on the roll of the L.A.A. But, Sir, is it quite 
correct to describe us, who do not see eve to eye with the L.A.A., as being 
apathetic concerning the profession and the library movement in general ? 
As we are apathetic only so far as concerns the L.A.A., the phrase ‘* that 
tired feeling ’’ more accurately represents our present state. No one would 
argue that a Passive Resister is apathetic concerning the religious educa- 
tion of his children. In short, Sir, we do not belong to or support the 
Library Assistants’ Association simpiy and solely because we cannot con- 
scientiously agree with its present policy and programme. 

As one of the apathetic, and as one who would like to see the L.A.A. 
become the L.A.A. in reality as well as in name, may I suggest to your 
Committee that they might do worse than devote the coming winter 
session to the consideration of the best means of strengthening their 
Association and of obtaining the views of those who do not belong to the 
L.A.A. I venture to think that if every library assistant was invited to 
express in writing his reasons for either belonging to or not belonging to 
the L.A.A., that the correspondence would be of greater and wider interest 
than the usual lectures and articles. 

W. WEARE. 

Whitechapel Public Library, E. 


APPOINTMENTS. 
Bartiett, Miss L. M., Senior Assistant, Waterloo-with-Seaforth, to be 
Librarian, Crosby. 
Cooper, Mr. R., Assistant, Wandsworth, to be Senior Assistant, Battersea. 


*Harrison, Mr. S. E., Assistant, Reference Library, Birmingham, to be 
Chief Assistant, Cheltenham. 


Kyte, Mr. E. C., Assistant, Buckingham Palace Road Library, to be 
Chief Assistant, Holborn. 


*Prrers, Mr. H. R. W., Assistant, Battersea, to be Librarian-in-charge, 
Lee Branch, Lewisham. 


Sanperson, Mr. R., Assistant, Bury, to be Assistant, Bolton. 


Warner, Miss D., Junior Assistant, Waterloo-with-Seaforth, to be Senior 
Assistant. 


* Members of the L.A.A. 
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NEW MEMBERS. 


Juniors.—Messrs. F. W. Cup.ip, Bishopsgate Institute; S. J. PARKER, 
Bishopsgate Institute; and A. G. Yates, Central Library, Hornsey. 


APPOINTMENT VACANT. 


Metropolitan Borough of Deptford. 
Pusiic LipRariks. 


APPOINTMENT OF SENIOR ASSISTANT. 


The Councit of the MEtROPOLITAN BorouGu of Derptrorp invite 
applications for the appointment of SeNtor AssisTANT at the Central 
(Temporary) Library, New Cross Road, S.E., at a Salary of £52 per 
annum. 


Candidates must have had previous experience in a public library. 
There will be several libraries in the Borough, and there should be good 
opportunities of advancement to a capable Assistant. 


Application, which must be made unvon forms to be obtained from 
the undersigned, should be accompanied by copies of three recent  testi- 
monials, and must be received not later than 12 o’clock noon on Wed- 


nesday, October 11th, 1905, the envelope to be endorsed ‘‘ Application for 
Senior Assistant.’’ 

The person appointed will be required to devote the whole of his 
time to the duties of his oflice, and will not be allowed to undertake or 
be directly or indirectly concerned in any other business than that of the 





Council. 


rr indirectly, will 


Canvassing any Member of the Council either directly 
disqualify Candidates. 
VIVIAN ORCHARD, 
Town Clerk 
Town Hall, Deptford, September 27th, 1905. 


ADDRESSES. 


Chairman and Hon. Treasurer—Mr. W. Geo. Chambers, Public Library, 
Plumstead (Telephone—45 Woolwich). 


Hon. Secretarvy—Mr. Geo. E. Roebuck, St. George’s Library, 236, Cable 


Street, E 

Hon Secretary Education Sub-Committee—Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers 
Public Library, Croydon (Telephone—394 Croydon) 

Hon. Librarian—Mr. A. H. Carter, Public Library, St. Martin's Lane, 
W.C 


Matter for the November number should reach the Editor not later 
than October 20th. 


